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I will not venture to state the bounds, critically
speaking, between the lawful study of magic as a
science, and the unlawful part of its practice as a
diabolic or a black art, any more than between the
noble study of astronomy, including the motions of
the heavenly bodies, and that corrupt and horrid
imposition, that worst of juggle, the most simple
and scandalous of all cheats, called judicial as-
trology.

That magic may be a handle to witchcraft, that
one may begin where the other ends, this I will not
deny; but I must be allowed to say, that if there is
an invisible world, a world of spirits, if there is a
converse between the spirits unembodied, and our
spirits embodied, which also I cannot deny, what-
ever lawful way there can be found, if such can be
found, to form an intelligence between them, must
be a sublime and heavenly attainment; at the same
time, I will not venture to say such an intelligence
can be formed.

Nor will I venture to say that there can be any
settled method found out to call up any of those in-
visible inhabitants of the world of spirits, to a visible
appearance in this world, and to an audible and
vocal conversation, so as to receive intelligence of
things present, or directions in things to come, to be
advised, counselled or informed by them, or to any
such purpose ; it does not seem probable; if at any
time they do or can appear, which yet I do not
grant, it must be spontaneous and arbitrary, how,
when, where, and on what occasion they think fit ;
but as to our calling them up by art, except it be by
a diabolical magic, and by the immediate assistance
of the Devil, and perhaps too it may be only a de-
lusion of Satan's, who pretending to visit us by the
good spirits we want to converse with, constitutes a
missionary devil to personate the spirit expected,
and so put a cheat upon the inquirer, as the witch,